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The City of North Tonawanda will be “greening 
up” its historic downtown business district to help 
reduce the environmental impact on water quality, 
in this town where boaters gather each summer to 
launch their craft on the Erie Canal.   The project 
will improve the pedestrian experience for visitors 
and residents along Webster Street, a commercial 
hub lined with small shops, diners and historic 
architecture.  Stormwater runoff is currently piped 
from the area, untreated, directly into the canal.

Trees planted in structures specially designed to 
collect and treat stormwater, as well as permeable 
pavement strips, will be installed along the length 
of Webster Street, which will reduce the quantity 
of stormwater discharged into the canal while 
filtering much of the pollutant load carried by 
the runoff.  Interpretive signs will describe the 
green infrastructure, providing an opportunity to 
increase public awareness of water quality issues in 
the region.
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Existing conditions at the site. 

A concept plan for a green infrastructure streetscape 
project in western New York State shows the proposed 

location of green infrastructure.


