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Located along an industrial waterway in Brooklyn, 
the Gowanus Canal Sponge Park is a planned 
public open space with green infrastructure 
elements designed to remediate contaminated 
water and reduce stormwater runoff volumes. 
The project will help establish much-needed 
wildlife habitat and open space for this mixed-use 
industrial-residential community.

The first phase of the project will construct a series 
of bioretention basins and curbside bioswales at 
street-ends along the 70-street block site. These 
will be combined with cisterns and constructed 
marshlands to help restore hydrologic functioning 
and  ecological productivity in the area. The GIGP 
portion will install a street-end bioretention 
system that will capture stormwater as it flows 

along the roadway, slowing and filtering it in a 
series of swales before it enters the “sponge,” or 
bioretention basin near the canal.

The designers’ intent is to produce a replicable 
stormwater treatment system that can be applied 
to urban areas across the country, as well as to 
advance green infrastructure design innovation 
and promote its feasibility and cost effectiveness. 
The project also will serve to foster the public’s 
environmental awareness of both the Gowanus 
Canal and the larger Hudson Raritan Estuary. 
Educational signage explaining the stormwater 
management strategy and its ecological benefits 
will be integrated into the design.
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The Gowanus Canal edge is shown in its current condition. Sketch of the Gowanus Canal edge 
after implementation of the proposed “Sponge Park.”
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