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GIGP funded the installation of a vegetated 
roof system at the Steele Memorial Library in 
the City of Elmira. Green roofs are designed to 
mimic natural hydrologic functions and decrease 
the amount of impervious area and volume of 
stormwater runoff from individual sites. The 
planted system absorbs rainwater and helps to 

cool the environment, reducing the building’s 
contribution to “heat island effect,” or higher 
temperatures that tend to occur in urban areas.

The annual reduction in run-off resulting from the 
green roof is estimated to be 264,917 gallons of 
stormwater.
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Views of the vegetated green roof system 
of the Steele Memorial Library 

in the  City of Elmira, NY.
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